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1.0 Purpose of Report/Summary of Main Issues 

1.1 
 
 

 

To update members in relation to an Equality Impact Assessment (EQIA) consultation on 

the Department for Communities initial Budget 2024-25 allocations.  

2.0 Recommendations 

2.1 The Committee is asked to: 

 Note the contents of the report; and 

 Note that a draft response will be brought to August Committee. 

3.0 Main report 

 

3.1 

 

 

 

3.2 

 

 

 

 

3.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.4 

 

 

 

 

3.5 

 

 

 

3.6 

 

 
 The Executive’s NI Budget 2024-25 allocations result in the Department facing a 

significant shortfall in both Resource DEL (£115.8m / 17%) and Capital (£167.3m / 

48.5%) against bids submitted for 2024-25.  

  

DfC officials have written to the Council to advise that an Equality Impact Assessment 

(EQIA) consultation on the Department’s initial Budget 2024-25 allocations will launch on 11 

June 2024 and run until 3 September 2024. The EQIA asks for views on the allocation of 

funds for the financial year 2024 to 2025. 

 

Details of the allocation can be found at the following link: Minister to launch budget 
consultation | Department for Communities (communities-ni.gov.uk) 
 
The main funding issues for Council are: 

 The Rates Support Grant initial Budget is set at £3.1m for 2024-25, reflecting a 

reduction of £1.8m on 2023-24, and  

 Labour Market Partnership funding to Councils will continue in 2024-25, aligned with 

business case approvals.  

 

Responses will inform the Minister’s final allocation of funds for 2024-25, including any 

necessary mitigations. Responses will also be used to consider further in-year mitigations, 

budget reallocations or to direct any additional funding that may emerge over the course of 

the financial year. 

 

Committee is asked to note that a corporate response will be brought to August Committee 

for approval. 

 

Financial & Resource Implications 

There are financial implications for Council due to the reduction in the Rates Support Grant. 

 

https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/news/minister-launch-budget-consultation
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/news/minister-launch-budget-consultation


 

 

3.7 

 

 

Equality or Good Relations Implications / Rural Needs Assessment  

This will be considered as part of the Council’s draft corporate response to be presented to 

Committee in August. 

4.0 Appendices – Documents Attached  

 Appendix 1 – Copy Letter from DfC 

 


